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(h) Budget period means the interval
of time (usually 12 months) into which
the project period is divided for budg-
etary and reporting purposes.

(i) Awarding official means the Ad-
ministrator and any other officer or
employee of the Department to whom
the authority to issue or modify grant
instruments has been delegated.

(J) Peer review group means an assem-
bled group of experts or consultants
qualified by training and experience to
give expert advice on the scientific and
technical merit of grant applications
or the relevance of those applications
to one or more of the research purposes
as contained in §3411.15 of this part.

(k) Ad hoc reviewers means experts or
consultant qualified by training and
experience to render special expert ad-
vice, through written evaluations, on
the scientific and technical merit of
grant applications or the relevance of
those applications to one or more of
the research purposes contained in
§3411.15 of this part.

() Research means any systematic
study directed toward new or fuller
knowledge and understanding of the
subject studied.

(1) Fundamental research, as referred
to annually in the program solicita-
tion, means research that tests sci-
entific hypotheses and provides basic
knowledge which allows advances in
applied research and from which major
conceptual breakthroughs are expected
to occur.

(2) Mission-linked research, as referred
to annually in the program solicita-
tion, means research on specifically
identified agricultural problems which,
through a continuum of efforts, pro-
vides information and technology that
may be transferred to users and may
relate to a product, practice, or proc-
ess.

(3) Multidisciplinary research, as re-
ferred to annually in the program so-
licitation, means research in which in-
vestigators from two or more dis-
ciplines are collaborating closely.
These collaborations, where appro-
priate, may integrate the biological,
physical, chemical, or social sciences.

(m) Methodology means the project
approach to be followed and the re-
sources needed to carry out the
project.
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(n) Small and mid-sized institution
means an academic institution with a
total enrollment of 15,000 or less. An
institution in this instance is an orga-
nization that possesses a significant
degree of academic and administrative
autonomy, as specified in the annual
program solicitation.

(0) USDA-EPSCoR States (Experimental
Program for Stimulating Competitive Re-
search) means States which have had a
funding level from the USDA NRICGP
no higher than the 38th percentile of
all States, based on a three-year roll-
ing average, and all United States ter-
ritories and possessions. A list of eligi-
ble States is published annually in the
program solicitation.

[56 FR 57952, Nov. 14, 1991. Redesignated and
amended at 60 FR 63368, 63369, Dec. 8, 1995; 61
FR 45319, Aug. 29, 1996]

§3411.3 Eligibility requirements.

(a) Except where otherwise prohib-
ited by law, State agricultural experi-
ment stations, all colleges and univer-
sities, other research institutions and
organizations, Federal agencies, pri-
vate organizations or corporations, and
individuals, shall be eligible to apply
for and to receive a competitive grant
award under this part, provided that
the applicant qualifies as a responsible
grantee under the criteria set forth in
paragraph (b) of this section.

(b) To qualify as responsible, an ap-
plicant must meet the following stand-
ards as they relate to a particular
project:

(1) Adequate financial resources for
performance, the necessary experience,
organizational and technical qualifica-
tions, and facilities, or a firm commit-
ment, arrangement, or ability to ob-
tain some (including by proposed sub-
agreements);

(2) Ability to comply with the pro-
posed or required completion schedule
for the project;

(3) Satisfactory record of integrity,
judgment, and performance, including,
in particular, any prior performance
under grants and contracts from the
Federal government;

(4) Adequate financial management
system and audit procedures that pro-
vide efficient and effective account-
ability and control of all funds, prop-
erty, and other assets; and
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(5) Otherwise qualified and eligible to
receive a grant under the applicable
laws and regulations; eligibility for
specific program areas or categories of
competitive grants to improve research
capabilities will be outlined in the pro-
gram solicitation.

(c) Any applicant who is determined
to be not responsible will be notified in
writing of such finding and the basis
therefor.

(d) Agricultural Research Enhancement
Awards. In addition to paragraphs (a),
(b), and (c) of this section, the fol-
lowing eligibility requirements apply
to Agricultural Research Enhancement
Awards (Program reserves the right to
specify funding limitations and admin-
istrative requirements each year in the
program solicitation):

(1) Postdoctoral Fellowships. In accord-
ance with Section 2(b)(3)(D) of the Act
of August 4, 1965, as amended, individ-
uals who have recently received or will
soon received their doctoral degree
may submit proposals for postdoctoral
fellowships. The following eligibility
requirements apply:

(i) The doctoral degree of the appli-
cant must be received not earlier than
January 1 of the fiscal year three years
prior to the submission of the proposal
and not later than June 15 of the fiscal
year during which the proposal is sub-
mitted;

(ii) The individual must be a citizen
of the United States; and

(iii) The proposal must contain:

(A) documentation that arrange-
ments have been made with an estab-
lished investigator to serve as mentor;

(B) documentation that arrange-
ments have been made for the nec-
essary facilities, space, and materials
for conduct of the research; and

(C) documentation from the host in-
stitution’s authorized organizational
representative indicating that the host
institution concurs with these arrange-
ments.

(2) New Investigator Awards. Pursuant
to Section 2(b)(3)(E) of the Act of Au-
gust 4, 1965, as amended, investigators
or co-investigators who are beginning
their research careers, do not have an
extensive research publication record,
and have less than 5 years of post-grad-
uate, career-track research experience
may submit proposals as new inves-
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tigators. Applicants may not have re-
ceived competitively-awarded Federal
research funds beyond the level of pre-
or postdoctoral research awards.

(3) Strengthening Awards. Applicants
that are eligible for any grant under
this part may also be eligible for
Equipment Grants, Research Career
Enhancement Awards, Seed Grants,
and Strengthening Standard Research
Project Awards pursuant to Sections
2(b)(3) (D) and (F) of the Act of August
4, 1965, as amended, subject to the fol-
lowing limitations on such eligibility:

(i) Equipment Grants. The following
organizations are ineligible to apply
for Equipment grants:

(A) Institutions which are among the
top 100 universities and colleges for re-
ceiving Federal funds for science and
engineering research as specified in the
annual program solicitation; or

(B) non-degree granting institutions.

(if) Research Career Enhancement
Awards, Seed Grants, and Strengthening
Standard Research Project Awards. The
following eligibility requirements
apply to Research Career Enhancement
Awards, Seed Grants, and Strength-
ening Standard Research Project
Awards:

(A) No investigator listed on the Ap-
plication For Funding (Form CSRS-
661) may have received a USDA
NRICGP competitive research grant
within the last five years as evidenced
by an investigator listing on a prior
Form CSRS-661 (an investigator may
have received a Seed Grant, Research
Career Enhancement Award, Equip-
ment Grant, or Postdoctoral Fellow-
ship and still be eligible to receive a
Strengthening Standard Research
Project Award);

(B) All investigators listed on the Ap-
plication For Funding (Form CSRS-
661) must be from a small or mid-sized
institution that is not among the top
100 universities and colleges for receiv-
ing Federal funds for science and engi-
neering research as specified in the an-
nual program solicitation or must be
from an institution located in a USDA-
EPSCoR state; and

(C) Every investigator listed on the
Application For Funding (Form CSRS-
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661) must have an appointment at a de-
gree granting institution.

[56 FR 57952, Nov. 14, 1991. Redesignated and
amended at 60 FR 63368, 63369, Dec. 8, 1995]

§3411.4 How to apply for a grant.

(@) A program solicitation will be
prepared and announced through publi-
cations such as the FEDERAL REGISTER,
professional trade journals, agency or
program handbooks, the Catalog of
Federal Domestic Assistance, or any
other appropriate means, as early as
practicable each fiscal year. It will
contain information sufficient to en-
able all eligible applicants to prepare
competitive grant proposals and will be
as complete as possible with respect to:

(1) Descriptions of the specific re-
search areas and the categories of com-
petitive grants to improve research ca-
pabilities that the Department pro-
poses to support during the fiscal year
involved, including anticipated funds
to be awarded;

(2) Eligibility requirements;

(3) Obtaining application Kits;

(4) Deadline dates for postmarking
proposal packages;

(5) Name and mailing address to send
proposals;

(6) Number of copies to submit;

(7) Special requirements.

(b) NRICGP Application Kit. A
NRICGP Application Kit will be made
available to any potential grant appli-
cant who requests a copy. This kit con-
tains required forms, certifications,
and instructions applicable to the sub-
mission of grant proposals.

(c) Format for grant proposals. Specific
instructions regarding page length,
type of print, size of paper, and order of
assembly, etc., of proposals will be pro-
vided in the program solicitation. How-
ever, unless otherwise stated in the
program solicitation, the following
general format applies:

(1) Application for Funding form. All
grant proposals submitted by eligible
applicants should contain an Applica-
tion for Funding form, which must be
signed by the proposing principal in-
vestigator(s) and endorsed by the cog-
nizant authorized organizational rep-
resentative who possesses the nec-
essary authority to commit the appli-
cant’s time and other relevant re-
sources. Investigators who do not sign
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the cover sheet will not be listed on the
grant document in the event an award
is made. The title of the proposal must
be brief (80-character maximum), yet
represent the major thrust of the
project. Because this title will be used
to provide information to those who
may not be familiar with the proposed
project, highly technical words or
phraseology should be avoided where
possible. In addition, phrases such as
“investigation of”’ or ‘‘research on”’
should not be used.

(2) Project Summary. Each proposal
must contain a project summary. This
summary is not intended for the gen-
eral reader; consequently, it may con-
tain technical language comprehen-
sible by persons in disciplines relating
to the food and agricultural sciences.
The project summary should be a self-
contained, specific description of the
activity to be undertaken and should
focus on:

(i) Overall project goal(s) and sup-
porting objectives;

(ii) Plans to accomplish project
goal(s); and

(iii) Relevance of the project to po-
tential long-range improvements in
and sustainability of United States ag-
riculture or to one or more of the re-
search purposes contained in §3411.15 of
this part.

(3) Project Description. The specific
aims of the project must be included in
all proposals. The text of the project
description may not exceed 15 single or
double-spaced pages and must contain
the following components:

(i) Introduction. A clear statement of
the long-term goal(s) and supporting
objectives of the proposed project
should preface the project description.
The most significant published work in
the field under consideration, including
the work of key project personnel on
the current application, should be re-
viewed. The current status of research
in the particular field of sciences also
should be described. All work cited, in-
cluding that of key personnel, should
be referenced.

(ii) Progress Report. If the proposal is
a renewal of an existing project sup-
ported under this program (or its pred-
ecessor), include a clearly marked per-
formance report describing results to
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